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harmony with the Divine will, a hopeful, generous,
and trustful attitude of soul, a determination to
receive suffering and pain as a gift from the Father,
as bravely and sincerely as the gifts of happiness
and joy, with a fervent faith that God did indeed,
by implanting in men so ardent a longing for
strength and joy, and so deeply rooted a terror
of pain and weakness, imply that He intended joy,
of a purified and elevated kind, to be the ultimate
inheritance of His creatures ; and the sacrifice of
man would then be the willing resignation of
everything which could in any degree thwart the
ultimate purpose of God.
That I believe from the depths of my heart to
be the meaning of the Christian revelation ; and I
should look upon the thought of objective sacrifice
as being an unworthy survival from a time when
men had little true knowledge of the Fatherly
Heart of God.
And thus, to my mind, the only possible theory
of worship is that it is a deliberate act, an opening
of the door that leads to the Heavenly presence.
Any influence is religious which fills the mind
with gratitude and peace, which makes a man
humble and patient and wise, which teaches him
that the only happiness possible is to attune and